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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 02-23- 
07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 use § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 7-16,23-28,33-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thome et al (20040203620) and further in view of Qu et al 
(20040203615). 

4. Regarding claims 7-12 Thome iet al teaches a method of providing consistency in 
Short Message Service message timestamp formatting for mobile communication 
devices, comprising (figs. 1-8): 

providing a timestamp mode indicator field in the user identify module for storing 
a programmed indication which is programmed as fixed value to indicate a timestamp 
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mode of operation of a liome message center of tlie mobile communication device as 
one of a coordinated universal time (UTC) mode and a non-UTC mode, the 
programmed indication being programmed as the fixed value for use with SMS 
message timestamps of each one of a plurality of SMS messages communicated 
between the home message center and the mobile communication device (para. 0035. 
0042-0045, 0049-0050, figs. 6-8). 

Thome et a! also teaches a display 216, a memory 224 or 332. One or more 
types of memory may be utilized including, but not limited to, RAM, ROM, flash 
memory, magnetic memory, magnetic memory, such as a micro-hard disk drive, or 
optical memory. The transceiver connects to a processor, which in turn connects to a 
mehiory and a network interface. The network interface is responsible for 
communication with the message center (a memory accessible by the processor 
configured to store processor executable code, wherein the processor executable code 
is configured to provide a time value and a time zone indicator, responsive to the time 
data, to the message recipient). The mobile station analyzes the time stamp value, the 
time offset value and the daylight saving time field. Thereafter the mobile station 
calculates the time at the message center when the message was sent based on the 
time stamp, the time offset, and the daylight saving time adjustment information. This 
may occur by adding the time offset to the time stamp to determine local time of the 
message center when the message was sent. By calculating the message center time 
when the message was sent a conversion, may occur to determine the mobile station 
local time, i.e. the local time in the location in which the mobile station is located. 
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System time and the time offset may also be used for the conversion. This may occur 
by adding or subtracting the difference between local time of the physical location of 
the receiving mobile station and the message center (para. # 0027, 0048-0050). 
However, Thome et al does not explicitly state the removable user identity module. 

In an analogous art, Qu et al teaches the removable user identity module (Para. 
# 0031 ,0045,0063). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Thome's et al by 
specifically adding feature removable memory in order to provide a user to use the 
removable user identity module with any other mobile device such that he/she can get 
the benefit of using the removable user identity module that are use to store various 
types of information use without having any inconvenience as taught by Qu et al. 

Regarding claims 13-16 Thome et al teaches a mobile station (MS), comprising 
(figs. 1-8): 

Memory (224), a programmed indicator in the memory which is programmed as a 
fixed vale indicative of a timestamp mode of operation of a home message center as 
one of a coordinated universal time (UTC) mode and a nonrUTC mode or use with 
Short Message Service (SMS) timestamps of each one of a plurality of SMS 
messages received via the home message center (para. 0027,0035,0042-0045); a 
mobile equipment (204) which includes an interface (para. 0035,0042-0045. 0049, figs. 
7-8); a processor (220), a visual display (216) coupled to the processor (220); for each 
one of the SMS messages received via the home message center, the processor being 
operative to: receive, via the home niessage service, an SMS message having 
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timestamp data (para. 0035,0042-0045, 0049, figs. 7-8); convert the timestamp data 
from a UTC format to a non-UTC format when the programmed indicator which is 
programmed as a fixed vale indicates that the timestamp mode operation of the home 
message center is UTC mode (para. 0035,0042-0045, 0049, figs. 7-8); and cause the 
visual display to display the timestamp (para. 0027, 0035, 0042-0045). Thome et al 
also teaches a display 216, a memory 224 or 332. One or more types of memory may 
be utilized including, but not limited to, RAM, ROM, flash memory, magnetic memory, 
magnetic memory, such as a micro-hard disk drive, or optical memory. The transceiver 
connects to a processor, which in turn connects to a memory and a network interface. 
The network interface is responsible for communication with the message center (a 
memory accessible by the processor configured to store processor executable code, 
wherein the processor executable code is configured to provide a time value and a 
time zone indicator, responsive to the time data, to the message recipient). The mobile 
station analyzes the time stamp value, the time offset value and the daylight saving 
time field. Thereafter the mobile station calculates the time at the message center 
when the message was sent based on the time stamp, the time offset, and the daylight 
saving time adjustment information. This may occur by adding the time offset to the 
time stamp to determine local time of the message center when the message was sent. 
By calculating the message center time when the message was sent a conversion, 
may occur to determine the mobile station local time, i.e. the local time in the location 
in which the mobile station is located. System time and the time offset may also be 
used for the conversion. This may occur by adding or subtracting the difference 
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between local time of the pliysical location of the receiving mobile station and the 
message center (para. # 0027, 0048-0050). However, Thome et al does not explicitly 
state the removable user identity module. 

In an analogous art, Qu et ai teaches the removable user identity module (Para. 
# 0031 ,0045,0063). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Thome's et al by 
specifically adding feature removable memory in order to provide a user to use the 
removable user identity module with any other mobile device such that he/she can get 
the benefit of using the removable user identity module that are use to store various 
types of information use without having any inconvenience as taught by Qu et al. 

Regarding claims 23-28 Thome et al teaches a mobile equipment, comprising 
(figs. 1-8): 

a Processor (220); a wii-eless receiver (212) coupled to the processor (fig. 2); 
a visual display (216) the processor being operative to: receive, through the wireless 
receiver, a message having timestamp data (para. 0027,0035,0042-0045); 
Short Message Service (SMS); convert the timestamp data from a Coordinated 
Universal Time (UTC) format to a non-UTC format when a programmed Indicator which 
is programmed as a fixed vale in memory (224) of the removable user identity module 
indicates that the timestamp data has the UTC format (para. 0027,0035,0042-0045); 
and cause the visual display (216) to display the timestamp (para. 0027.0035,0042- 
0045, 0049). Thome et al also teaches a display 216, a memory 224 or 332. One or 
more types of memory may be utilized including, but not limited to. RAM, ROM. flash 
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memory, magnetic memory, magnetic memory, such as a micro-hard disk drive, or 
optical memory. The transceiver connects to a processor, which in turn connects to a 
memory and a network interface. The network interface is responsible for 
communication with the message center (a memory accessible by the processor 
configured to store processor executable code, wherein the processor executable code 
is configured to provide a time value and a time zone indicator, responsive to the time 
data, to the message recipient). The mobile station analyzes the time stamp value, the 
time offset value and the daylight saving time field. Thereafter the mobile station 
calculates the time at the message center when the message was sept based on the 
time stamp, the time offset, and the daylight saving time adjustment information. This 
may occur by adding the time offset to the time stamp to detennine local tinie of the 
message center when the message was sent. By calculating the message center time 
when the message was sent a conversion, may occur to determine the mobile station 
local time, i.e. the local time in the location in which the mobile station is located. 
System time and the time offset may also be used for the conversion. This may occur 
by adding or subtracting the difference between local time of the physical location of 
the receiving mobile station and the message center (para. # 0027, 0048-0050). 
However, Thome et a! does not explicitly state the removable user identity module. 

In an analogous art, Qu et al teaches the removable user identity module (Para. 
# 0031 ,0045,0063). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Thome's et al by 
specifically adding feature removable memory in order to provide a user to use the 
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removable user identity module with any other mobile device such that he/she can get 
the benefit of using the removable user identity module that are use to store various 
types of Information use without having any inconvenience as taught by Qu et al. 

Regarding claims 33-35 Thome et al teaches a method in a mobile 
communication device equipped with a user identity module for providing 
consistency in a Short Message Service (SMS) message timestamp formatting, the 
method comprising (figs. 1-8): 

providing a timestamp mode indicator field in the memory for storing a 
programmed indication which Is programmed as a fixed vale indicate a timestamp 
mode of operation of a home message center of the mobile communication device 
as one of a coordinated universal time (UTC) mode and a non-UTC mode, the 
indication programmed as a fixed vale being for use with SMS message timestamps 
of each one of a plurality of SMS messages communicated between the home 
message center and the mobile communication device (para. 0035,0042-0045, 0049- 
0050, figs. 7-8); and detennlning, for each one of the plurality of SMS messages 
having the SMS message timestamps, whether to convert the SMS message 
timestamp of the SMS message to non-UTC format based upon the indication 
in the timestamp mode indicator field (para. 0035,0042-0045, 0049-0050, figs. 7-8). 
Thonie et al also teaches a display 216, a memory 224 or 332. One or more types of 
memory may be utilized including, but not limited to, RAM, ROM, flash memory, 
magnetic memory, magnetic memory, such as a micro-hard disk drive, or optical 
memory. The transceiver connects to a processor, which in turn connects to a memory 
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and a network interface. The network interface is responsible for communication with 
the message center (a memory accessible by the processor configured to store 
processor executable code, wherein the processor executable code is configured to 
provide a time value and a time zone indicator, responsive to the time data, to the 
message recipient). The mobile station analyzes the time stamp value, the time offset 
value and the daylight saving time field. Thereafter the mobile station calculates the 
time at the message center when the message was sent based on the time stamp, the 
time offset, and the daylight saving time adjustment information. This may occur by 
adding the time offset to the time stamp to determine local time of the message center 
when the message was sent. By calculating the message center time when the 
message was sent a conversion, may occur to determine the mobile station local time, 
i.e. the local time in the location in which the mobile station is located. System time 
and the time offset may also be used for the conversion. This may occur by adding or 
subtracting the difference between local time of the physical location of the receiving 
mobile station and the message center (para. # 0027, 0048-0050). However, Thome et 
al does not explicitly state the removable user identity module. 

In an analogous art, Qu et al teaches the removable user identity module (Para. 
# 0031 .0045,0063). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Thome's et al by 
specifically adding feature removable memory in order to provide a user to use the 
removable user identity module with any other mobile device such that he/she can get 
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the benefit of using the removable user identity module that are use to store various 
types of information use without having any inconvenience as taught by Qu et al. 

Regarding claims 36-38 Thome et al teaches a method in a mobile 
communication device equipped with user identity module for providing 
consistency in a Short Message Service (SMS) message timestamp ^formatting 
for an SMS message having an SMS message timestamp, the method 
comprising: 

storing, in a timestamp mode indicator field of the memory, a programmed 
indication which is programmed as a fixed vale a timestamp mode of operation of a 
home message center of mobile communication device as one of a coordinated 
universal time (UTC) mode iand a non-UTG mode, the indication being 
programmed as a fixed vale for use with SMS message timestamps of each one of 
a plurality of SMS messages communicated between the home message center 
and the mobile communication device (para. 0035,0042-0045, 0049-0050. figs. 7-8); 
and for each one of the plurality of SMS messages having the SMS 
message timestamps determining whether to convert the SMS message 
timestamp of the SMS message to non-UTC format based upon the indication 
in the timestamp mode indicator field (para, 0035.0042-0045, 0049-0050, figs. 7-8). 
Thome et al also teaches a display 216, a memory 224 or 332. One or more types of 
memory may be utilized including, but not limited to, RAM, ROM, flash memory, 
magnetic memory, magnetic memory, such as a micro-hard disk drive, or optical 
memory. The transceiver connects to a processor, which in turn connects to a memory 
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and a network interface. The network interface is responsible for communication with 
the message center (a memory accessible by the processor configured to store 
processor executable code, wherein the processor executable code is configured to 
provide a time value and a time zone indicator, responsive to the time data, to the 
message recipient). The mobile station analyzes the time stamp value, the time offset 
value and the daylight saving time field. Thereafter the mobile station calculates the 
time at the message center when the message was sent based on the time stamp, the 
time offset, and the daylight saving time adjustment information. This may occur by 
adding the time offset to the time stamp to determine local time of the message center 
when the message was sent. By calculating the message center time when the 
message was sent a conversion, may occur to determine the mobile station local time, 
i.e. the local time in the location in which the mobile station is located. System time 
and the time offset may also be used for the conversion. This may occur by adding or 
subtracting the difference between local time of the physical location of the receiving 
mobile station and the message center (para. # 0027, 0048-0050). However, Thome et 
al does not explicitly state the removable user identity module. 

in an analogous art, Qu et al teaches the removable user identity module (Para. 
# 0031 ,0045,0063). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Thome's et al by 
specifically adding feature removable memory in order to provide a user to use the 
removable user identity module with any other mobile device such that he/she can get 
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the benefit of using the removable user identity module that are use to store various 
types of information use without having any inconvenience as taught by Qu et al. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-1 6,23-28,33-38 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khawar Iqbal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7909. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system; Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-2600. 



Khawar Iqbal 
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